BURLINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF SOCIAL SERVICES
June 18, 2026, at 4:31 p.m.

MINUTES

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENT:

EXCUSED:

STAFEF:

VISITORS:

Sarah Holley, Chairperson
Harriette Cohen, Vice Chairperson (telephone)

" Dee Bayles, Secretary/Treasurer

Pamela Hall-King, Citizen Member
Saima Bhutta, Citizen Member
Anastasia Zuccaro, Citizen Member
Tyler Burrell, County Commissioner

Jaclyn Veasy, Citizen Member
Felicia Hopson, County Commissioner

Dr. Adela Ames-Lopez, Interim Director
Evan Crook, Esq., General Counsel

Natalia Hudson-Cheek, Paralegal Specialist

‘David Mauro, Fiscal Officer

Marietta DiBartolomeo, HR
Yolanda Nichols, Asst. Admin.
Brian Devone, IT Supervisor
Vivyan Saloka, BCAP

Lila Myers, Administrative Supervisor of Social Work
Nicole LeCates, Office Services

Zanna Taylor, Asst. Admin

Malikah Morris, BC Deputy Director

Approximately 28 Visitors

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT: (read by Interim Director, Dr. Adela Ames-Lopez)

Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by: (a)
prominently posting the annual Notice of Meetings Resolution and maintaining such notice on a public bulletin
board reserved for such or similar announcements: (b) submitting the Annual Notice of Meetings Resolution for
publication in the Burlington County Times, the Board’s official newspaper, on February 1, 2026, and the
Courier Post, the Board’s alternative official newspaper on February 4, 2026, within seven business days of the
Board’s reorganization meeting of January 27, 2026; (c) filing the Annual Notice of Meetings Resolution with
the Clerk of the County of Burlington; and (d) mailing the Annual Notice of Meetings Resolution to any persons
who shall have prepaid to receive such notice.

INTRODUCTION of INTERIM DIRECTOR, Dr. Adela Ames-Lopez by Sarah Holley, Chairperson

Dr. Adela Ames-Lopez, stated that she is on day nine here, then welcomed the employees, and gave a
brief biography, stating that she is a resident of Burlington County and Mount Laurel. Dr. Ames-Lopez

concluded by thanking all the employees for a warm welcome.

ROLL CALL

VISITORS ANNOUNCED

MINUTES: Motion made by Dee Bayles, duly seconded by Harriette Cohen, abstentions made by Sarah Holley and
Anastasia Zuccaro (both were not present at April’s meeting), and unanimously carried to approve the open and

executive minutes of May 21, 2026.
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Anastasia Zuccaro, Citizen Member, advised the Board that the recorded tally of the votes should be
corrected to reflect that she abstained from the vote. Motion made by Dee Bayles, duly seconded by Pamela
Hall-King, and unanimously carried to correct the recorded tally of votes.

Member Yay Nay Abstain Absent
Name
Cohen
Holley
Bayles
Bhutta
Hall-

King

Veasy N
Zuccaro v
Burrell |+
Hopson v
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CORRESPONDENCE: Read into record by Interim Director, Dr. Adela Ames-Lopez.

A. Thank you from a customer to Chantee Russell
B. Thank you from a customer to Bjana Rankin
C. Thank you from a customer to Edward Bittle

Dr. Adela Ames-Lopez, thanked each employee, stating that she appreciates their service and that the
commendations reflect their commitment.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Sarah Holley stated that the Personnel Committee met with the Interim Director on June 15,
2026. No other Committee reports at this time.

RESOLUTIONS:

A. Resolution No. 2026-19 Authorizing Non-Fair and Open Contract with Scarinci
Hollenbeck, LLC for Interim Legal Services and Directing Commencement of a Fair and
Open RFP Process for Legal Services for Pending and Ongoing Legal Matters as
Assigned.

Motion made by Commissioner Burrell, duly seconded by Pamela Hall-King, and unanimously carried to approve
the resolution.

OTHER BUSINESS: (by Interim Director, Dr. Adela Ames-Lopez)

A. Agency Update: The Director directly thanked several of the Administrative Staff:
e Lila Myers, Administrative Supervisor of Social Work, for the extensive report Lila
" provided to her and the Director provided some highlights of the report. The director
asked if Lila wanted to share; Lila stated, "You got it.”
e David Mauro, Fiscal Officer for reviewing the Board’s Budget and Audit. David
stated, thank you, it means a lot.



e Marietta DiBartolomeo and Tiffany Fleming, Human Resources for the Orientation and
Tour. The Director commented on Marietta’s knowledge of State government. Marietta
thanked the Director.

e Brian Devone, Supervisor of IT Dept., I called Brian five (5) times a day for access to
programs. I was relying on others, and now I can do it myself. I am excited about access to
OneTrac.

e Evan Crook, Esquire, General Counsel, I spoke to Evan almost every day with questions.
Evan provided valuable information.

e Natalia Hudson-Cheek, Paralegal to General Counsel/Director’s Office Assistant, who set
up folders for my first day.

I met with the Assistant Administrators to see what the data matrix resembles in their units. In the first two weeks,
I had external meetings with the County Office on June 17, 2026; I met with Shirla Simpson and Malikah Morris,
trying to obtain knowledge of the County building; that is the beauty of having relationships. Staffing: HR
interviewed Clerks, and has upcoming interviews for HSS1, Paralegal Specialists, and a Provisional Accounting
Assistant. A new Legal Secretary is starting next week. One Unit has five people out on leave. There is a meeting
scheduled on June 29, 2026, to discuss how we can restructure Medicaid and SNAP Units on a CAP. The staff is

resilient, and that is the key to moving forward.

REQUISITION OF ESTIMATED FUNDS:

Motion made, duly seconded, and unanimously carried to approve the reports for Assistance payments and
approval of Assistance payments, initial grants and changes in grants, closings, denials, withdrawals, and
dismissals. Also, approved receipts and disbursements for CSP, Administration, Unemployment, and Clearing
Account. Also, approved payment of Administrative bills and ratified the administrative actions of the Director.

TAB A: Motion made by Commissioner Burrell, duly seconded by Pamela Hall-King, and unanimously carried
to approve. David Mauro explained that the funds reflect two parts. the State and County Shares of deposits; the
County provides its funds quarterly.

TAB B: Motion made by Commissioner Burrell, duly seconded by Harriette Cohen, and unanimously carried to
approve. David Mauro explained that this is a report of disbursements by program type.

TAB C: Motion made by Commissioner Burrell, duly seconded by Pamela Hall-King, and unanimously carried
to approve. David Mauro explained that this is a report of disbursements from Child Support, Disregards, Blood
Tests & Genetic Testing (stand-alone unit).

TAB D: Motion made by Pamela Hall-King, duly seconded by Saima Bhutta, and unanimously carried to
approve. David Mauro explained that this is the meat and potatoes of the agency, the Administrative Operating
Expenses to run the agency.
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PERSONNEL:

A. Separation of employment, Dana Alter, Clerk 1, $42,344, effective June 22, 2026.

B. Separation of employment (retirement, 10 years), Judi Morrison, Legal Secretary, Range 14,
$54,106, effective July 1, 2026.

Motion made by Dee Bayles, duly seconded by Commissioner Burrell, and unanimously
carried to approve Personnel Items, Tabs A and B.

C. Approve the Acting Deputy Director’s action in the provisional appointment of Lisa Tedesco,
Legal Secretary, Range 14, $53,419, effective July 6, 2026, in accordance with the New
Jersey Civil Service Commission procedures.

Motion made by Harriette Cohen, duly seconded by Pamela Hall-King, and unanimously
carried to approve Personnel Items, Tab C.

PUBLIC COMMENT: (commenced at 4:51 p.m.)

Please raise your hand to be recognized by the Board Chairperson. Once recognized,
introduce yourself. Be sure to address all comments to the Board Chairperson. Each public
commenter will have four (4) minutes. Thank you for your cooperation.

Megan Maroccia, SW/EA/Housing, thanked the Director for her leadership shown in the Board
meeting. The commendation reading was inspirational.

Dana Trent, SS2/EA/Housing, congratulated and thanked the Director, stating I have faith in you.

PUBLIC COMMENT CLOSED (concluded at 4:56 p.m.)

BOARD ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:

None

The following statement was read into the record before the Board considered a Resolution to move into
Executive Session.

“According to Resolution No. 2026-20, the public is advised that the Board will re-enter into regular session at
the conclusion of the executive session to wrap up the meeting and adjourn. Besides entertaining a motion to
adjourn, the Board could also address any matters resulting from executive session discussions. Members of the
public wishing to be present are welcome to wait while the executive session takes place.”

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Motion made by Commissioner Burrell, duly seconded by Saima Bhutta, and unanimously carried to approve
entering Executive Session.

The Board then convened an executive session at 5:01 p.m.



OPEN SESSION:

Motion made to return to open session by Commissioner Burrell, duly seconded by Anastasia Zuccaro, and
unanimously carried at 5:06 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion made by Dr. Adela Ames-Lopez, duly seconded by Commissioner Burrell, and unanimously carried to
adjourn the meeting at 5:07 p.m.



